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1. Building the international legal framework 
 
� The legislative and regulatory national framework has recently been revised in depth to be fully 

in line with the provisions of the CPPMN Amendment and the Convention on the suppression 
of acts of nuclear terrorism (see para 5). France is now in the final stage of ratifying these two 
international instruments, currently under consideration before Parliament. 

 
 

2. Contributing towards IAEA nuclear security-related activities 
 
� France continues to support IAEA nuclear security-related activities through financial and in-

kind contributions totaling 1.4 million euros for 2010-2011, as well as through regularly co-
organizing seminars relating to nuclear security. 

� As announced in Washington, France requested the IAEA to conduct an International Physical 
Protection Advisory Service (IPPAS) mission which successfully allowed to review the French 
regulatory framework and its implementation in one of its nuclear power plant in November 
2011 (see para 8). 

 
 

3. Coordinating nuclear security-related mechanisms 
 
� Under its G8 Presidency in 2011, France regarded nuclear security as a priority and strongly 

promoted the extension of the G8 Global Partnership beyond 2012. 
� France actively participates in the GICNT, including its three working groups addressing NSS 

priorities in nuclear detection, nuclear forensics and response / mitigation. France has 
contributed to the elaboration and reviewing of the Exercises, Training and Awareness 
Document. 

� France acts as the coordinator of the UNSC 1540 Committee’s Working Group on Assistance 
to facilitate the implementation of the UNSCR 1540 in response to requests from States lacking 
the necessary legal and regulatory infrastructure and experience for fulfilling the relevant 
provisions. In collaboration with UNODA, France is planning to host an international 
conference on assistance in 2012. 

 
 

4. Contributing towards HEU minimization 
 
� France closely cooperates with other countries to develop high-density low-enriched uranium 

(LEU) fuel powder production technology as an alternative to highly-enriched uranium (HEU) 
for research reactors. 

� France supports the ongoing efforts to minimize the use of HEU in the production of the 
medical radioisotopes wherever technically and economically feasible while, as a leading 
country involved in the supply chain, it also shares with its European partners a collective 
responsibility to ensure a reliable and uninterrupted supply of the medical radioisotopes 
urgently needed for diagnoses. 

 
 

5. Enhancing national nuclear security capacities 
 
� France benefits from comprehensive laws and regulations in the field of nuclear security, in 

line with international conventions and IAEA recommendations. These domestic texts are 
regularly revised to respond to new threats. 
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� A new law on strengthening the legal means to fight against the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction has been adopted in March 2011, in order to criminalize new acts and 
introduce harsher sentences. 

� The regulatory framework on the security and control of nuclear materials, facilities and 
transportation has been revised in depth between 2009 and 2011.  

 
 

6. Preventing illicit nuclear trafficking 
 
� Within the framework of the GICNT Nuclear Forensics WG activities, France has actively 

participated in the elaboration and reviewing of the “Fundamentals for Policy and Decision 
Maker’s Document” which has been finalized during the 2012 Mid-Year IAG Meeting last 
February in Marrakech. 

 
 

7. Building capacity for nuclear security 
 
� The International Institute of Nuclear Energy (I2EN) was set up end 2010 as the main channel 

for France to share its expertise and experience in reactors and the fuel cycle on various 
subjects pertaining to the responsible development of nuclear energy, including nuclear security 
issues. 

� The Institute for Radioprotection and Nuclear Security (IRSN) has subsequently developed 
updated training courses for all personnel involved in control, installation and transport of 
nuclear materials. 

� France, through the CEA, will sign an agreement with the Indian Center of Excellence GCNEP 
which includes cooperation in training and R&D in the field of nuclear security. 

� France actively supports the development of the European Union Centers of Excellence on 
CBRN risk mitigation, and will provide expertise in the field of nuclear security. 

 
 

8. Promoting industry’s role in nuclear security 
 
� France continues to participate, through Areva, in the conversion of several research reactors 

throughout the world. 
� In 2011, EDF welcomed the first IAEA IPPAS mission in France in one of its nuclear power 

plant, in order to assess the implementation of the national nuclear security regime at the facility 
level. 

 
 

9. Securing radioactive materials 
 
� The legislative and regulatory framework related to the security of radioactive materials is 

under revision. A law on the security of radioactive materials is currently under consideration 
before Parliament, which will appoint the independent French National Safety Authority (ASN) 
as the competent authority on these matters. 

� France is carrying out an initiative to locate all disused sealed radioactive sources of French 
origin in the world which have the potential to cause serious radiological consequences if they 
are involved in accidents or malicious acts. 

� France has finalized in 2011 an arrangement with the IAEA to facilitate the securing or 
repatriation of the most vulnerable sources. A repatriation operation has already been 
conducted successfully last year in Madagascar./. 


