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The Kingdom of Morocco has made substantial progress in the field of Nuclear Security since the 2010 
Washington Nuclear Security Summit (NSS), in the implementation of its Work Plan.  The main achievements of 
Morocco from April 2010 to March 2012, are briefly presented in the following sections: 

I- Supporting the objectives of international nuclear security instruments

1. Morocco chaired in 2005 the 6th Committee of the UN General Assembly and played a significant role in facilitating 
the consensus for the adoption of the Convention for the suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism.  Morocco signed 
this Convention on 19 April 2006, and ratified it on the eve of the Washington NSS (23 February 2010).

2. Morocco  accepted  the  proposed  amendment of  2005  to  the  Convention  on  the  Physical  Protection  of  Nuclear 
Material, to which it is party since 23 July 2002. The process of ratification of this amendment is ongoing.

3. Morocco signed the IAEA Additional Protocol of the Safeguards Agreements on 22 September 2004, and ratified it on 
5 March 2011.  Under this agreement, Morocco responds to IAEA inspections. 

4. Morocco submitted to UNSC Committee 1540, in April 2011, its updated national report on the implementation of the 
Security Council Resolution S/RES/1540 (2004). 

II- Supporting the efforts and activities of the IAEA

5. Morocco  contributes  to  international  efforts  in  sharing  information  on  illicit  trafficking  of  nuclear  and  other 
radioactive materials as member of the IAEA Database.

6. Morocco  organized,  in  cooperation  with  the  IAEA,  several  regional  workshops,  international  seminars  and 
conferences, on nuclear safety and security, most notably, the third International Conference on Research Reactors on 
‘Safe Management and Effective Utilization’, held in Rabat, from 14 to 18 November 2011.

7. Morocco established, in September 2009, a Steering Committee for the creation of a National Training and Support 
Centre for Nuclear Security / Centre of Excellence.  This Centre was set up in 2011 with the support of IAEA and US 
DOE.

8. Morocco contributes to IAEA activities aiming at strengthening the international nuclear security regime (Standards, 
training, expertise and Support Centres for Nuclear Security network).

III- Promoting nuclear security under international initiatives 

9. Under the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism (GICNT), Morocco organized, in March 2011, in Rabat, in 
cooperation with USA, Spain and the IAEA, an International  Exercise on “Response to malicious acts  involving 
radioactive materials”.

10.On 30 June 2011, the 7th GICNT Plenary Meeting (Daejeon, South Korea) added “Response and Mitigation” as a third 
focus area of the GICNT Implementation and Assessment Group (IAG), and endorsed the Kingdom of Morocco to 
chair this new Working Group.

11.Morocco organized, jointly with the US, on 21 and 22 November 2011, a ‘Regional Outreach Meeting’, to present the 
outcomes  of  the  Washington  NSS  and  the  principles  of  the  GICNT,  in  favour  of  participants  from  26  African 
Countries,  and  highlighted  the  existing  linkage  between  the  GICNT  and  the  NSS,  two  mutually  reinforcing 
processes, as underlined in paragraph 7 of the Washington Communiqué.

12.Morocco also organized the GICNT Mid-Year Implementation and Assessment Group (IAG) Meeting, in Marrakech 
(Morocco), from 13 to 16 February 2012, in which participants of the 2 Working Groups on “Nuclear Detection” and 
“Nuclear  Forensics”,  chaired  respectively  by  Netherlands  and  Australia,  finalised  their  working  documents. 
Furthermore, this meeting adopted the scope document, elaborated and presented by Morocco, of the third Working 
Group on “Response and Mitigation”.

13.Morocco, in cooperation of the European Commission and the American Department of Energy (DOE), is in the 
process  of  enhancing control  mechanisms  at  its  borders,  and building national  capabilities,  aiming at  detecting 
possible movements of illicit trafficking in nuclear or radioactive materials.

IV- Using and managing nuclear and radioactive materials and facilities

14.Morocco continues to upgrade its  infrastructure in nuclear security in cooperation with the IAEA and US DOE. 
Physical protection of the Mâamora Research Reactor, which is the unique site with nuclear materials, was assessed 
and strengthened in compliance with the IAEA INFICIR 225.

15.Morocco  continues  to  undertake actions  aiming  at  strengthening  capacity  building  in  nuclear  security  (mainly 
through training and support services); preventing malicious acts involving radioactive materials; building a nuclear 
detection architecture; preparing to respond to malicious acts involving radioactive materials.



16.Morocco committed itself to the code of conduct on the safety and security of radioactive sources. It has been active 
in promoting the application of this code at the national level. Since the Washington NSS, Morocco continues to 
implement, with US DOE support, additional security measures in facilities using high radioactive sources. 

V- Taking measures to implement an effective, and robust legal and regulatory capacity

17.Morocco adopted a new Draft  Law on nuclear  and radiological  safety  and security  (Law No 33-10),  in  2011,  to 
regulate safe and secure nuclear applications consistent with the international obligations.  

18.The establishment of a new independent regulatory body ‘Nuclear Safety and Security Authority’ responsible for 
nuclear security and physical protection, is one of the main objectives of this Draft Law, which was approved in 2011 
by the Government Council and Ministers Council.  It is currently under consideration by the 1st Chamber of the 
parliament, after being adopted by the 2nd Chamber, and should be promulgated very soon. 

19.Morocco will upgrade, on the  basis of this law, the regulatory framework for nuclear security, namely, a national 
system for  physical  protection;  a  national  system for control  and accountability of  nuclear  materials;  a  national 
system to ensure security of radioactive materials; and a national system for safeguards.

20.Morocco developed an action plan, with the support of the EU and US DOE, to establish an export / import control 
system of dual-use products. This includes a new Draft Law and its implementation regulations, in conformity with 
the Kingdom’s international commitments and UNSC Resolutions 1540 and 1977.

VI- Training Human Resources and promoting a culture of security 

21.Morocco organizes training sessions,  workshops and seminars in nuclear safety and security at the national and 
regional levels, such as regional courses on the security of radioactive sources as well as on radiation emergency 
preparedness and response, and several training events either at the national or regional levels.

22.Morocco, through the General Directorate for National Security (DGSN), organizes trainings to raise awareness on 
CBRN materials and building capacity on the use of personal equipments for detection of ionizing rays.

23.Morocco takes advantage of the human resources development opportunities  given by IAEA, and also provides 
training, in its different Departments and academia, to trainees from Arab and African countries. In this regard, 
appropriate and relevant training are offered to the Royal Moroccan Armed Forces (FAR) personnel, in Morocco and 
abroad (EMPIRE/US09). 

24.Morocco, through its National Centre for Radiation Protection (NCRP), benefited from the training offered by IAEA, 
mainly in the fields of nuclear security, nuclear detection, and physical protection of nuclear and other radioactive 
materials.

VII- Exchanging information and enhancing international cooperation to combat illicit nuclear trafficking and 
nuclear terrorism

25.Morocco  exchanges  information  through  Moroccan  Royal  Gendarmerie  and  its  counterparts  of  the  European 
countries of the Mediterranean façade.

26.Morocco  shares  information  with  its  partners  in  the  framework  of  regional  initiatives,  mainly:  ‘5+5  Défense’, 
‘Opération Active Endeavour’, ‘Dialogue Méditerranéen / NATO’.

27.Morocco contributes to the enhancement of the international police cooperation, through the National Central Bureau 
(NCB), in particular with regards to information exchange on all kinds of crimes.  This information is stored in a 
database held at the level of the General Secretariat of Interpol.

28.Morocco hosts a Regional Centre of Excellence CBRN (Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear), in December 
2011, for the African countries of the Atlantic coast (Senegal, Gabon, Mauritania and Equatorial Guinea), to share best 
practices, to enhance collaboration at the regional and sub-regional levels, with the view to reducing the risk of illicit 
nuclear trafficking.

IIX- Taking measures in nuclear detection, nuclear forensics, and responding to illicitly trafficked nuclear material

29.Morocco has undertaken, since 2010, important efforts to improve effectively its national capabilities to detect and 
respond to illicit trafficking of radioactive materials, especially, through launching 2 important projects (with the 
European Commission and with US DOE) to strengthen the control and detection means on its borders.

30.Morocco continues to build its national capabilities  in nuclear detection, nuclear forensics, as well as response and 
mitigation, through enhancing its international cooperation, particularly with the US, France and Spain. 


