
April 2010 Nuclear Security Summit, Washington DC

National Statement of the United Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland

The UK was the first nation to generate civil nuclear power over 50 years ago at the
Calder Hall Nuclear Power Plant in Sellafield. We are proud to still be using this
green technology today and to be amongst those leading the way in improving
standards of nuclear security worldwide.

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty enshrines the long held right of states to the
peaceful use of nuclear technology to generate power for their civilians to live with
security and for their industries to thrive. As we face the challenges of climate change
and energy insecurity, we believe that the world must embrace the secure expansion
of this technology.

However, we live in a world where terrorist groups are actively seeking to acquire
nuclear weapons, or the material and knowledge required to build them. So far,
thanks not least to the efforts of many national security forces, they have been
unsuccessful and have had to rely on more traditional means. But their fascination
with the mass-casualty, spectacular attack is undimmed. The consequences of even a
failed nuclear attack, wherever it took place, would be catastrophic, with global
reach. As well as the humanitarian and economic impact, and the renewed
confidence it would bring to a movement whose activities we have disrupted, and
whose ideology lies tarnished by its record of murder of the innocent, public
confidence in civil nuclear power could be irrevocably damaged. Effective nuclear
security is therefore essential to guarantee the future of civil nuclear power, and to
defeat international terrorism.

Just as all nations should be able to benefit from the peaceful uses of nuclear power,
equally all nations are at risk from the dire consequences of nuclear terrorism. There
is no shelter to be had. Only a truly global coalition seeking greater nuclear security
can reduce the risks to us all.

This Summit is our first opportunity to develop that coalition and identify the
practical steps we can all take to reduce the common risk.

The UK fully supports the work of this Summit to develop a set of principles for
nuclear security that will guide our efforts over the years to come. These principles
will be supported by a work plan which sets out a clear blueprint for future action
nationally, bilaterally, and internationally, with the International Atomic Energy
Agency taking its rightful place at the centre of global nuclear security activities.

Our collective challenge now will be to ensure, as nations who have helped to craft
these principles, that we do all within our power to implement them fully ourselves
and to encourage other nations to do so. We should not hesitate to ask other nations
for assistance in these endeavours or to offer our assistance to others should they
require it.



To demonstrate our commitment to tackling the threat of nuclear terrorism, the UK
has put in place a package of enhanced nuclear security measures. Let me pledge
today to:

 Strongly support and join President Obama’s Campaign to secure all fissile
material across the globe over the next four years;

 Demonstrate a spirit of cooperation, learning and mutual encouragement by
inviting the IAEA to conduct an International Physical Protection Advisory
Service (IPPAS) Mission to our Sellafield site in Cumbria where our most
significant stocks of nuclear material are currently held;

 Secure the extension of the G8 Global Partnership beyond 2012, with a
renewed focus on nuclear and biological security;

 Support all nations who have yet to do so to join us in ratifying two key
international nuclear security instruments: the International Convention on
the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, and the Amendment to the
Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material;

 Contribute a further £4million to the IAEA Nuclear Security Fund, to address
the most urgent nuclear security needs overseas;

 Support the spread of best practice among industry as exemplified by the
valuable work of the World Institute for Nuclear Security; and,

 Utilise our new National Nuclear Centre of Excellence as part of a global effort
to develop cost effective and proliferation resistant civil nuclear power that
will reduce the risk of terrorists and criminals diverting nuclear material for
malicious purpose; and to make peaceful nuclear power economically more
attractive.

We must all recognise that no nation has perfect nuclear security. We must learn
from and encourage each other to fulfil our potential in this important area. Let us
all build on the progress made at this historic event and work with all of those
nations who have a part to play in this global effort.


