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The fiscal year (FY15) 2015 budget request for international nuclear security and 

nonproliferation programs signals that the Obama administration’s prioritization of funding for 

proliferation prevention programs continues to recede. Facing a budget squeeze, the 

administration chose to cut virtually every major international nuclear security program run by 

the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA). It also made a major cut for the first time 

to the Department of Defense’s (DoD) Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) effort. Clearly, a 

contributing factor is that Russia has evolved into a reluctant and increasingly hostile partner in 

this area. But, Russian reticence does not explain all of the cuts. In fact, throughout his term, the 

president’s budgets for key nuclear control efforts have been declining. 

 

If the administration thinks it can claim mission accomplished on its nuclear security goals and 

can now reap a success dividend, it is wrong. Important strides have been made—for example 

removing all weapons grade materials from 12 countries—but much more remains to be 

done. The administration initiated a series of high-level global Nuclear Security Summits to 

encourage other nations to prioritize the prevention of nuclear terrorism. But, the significant 

impression this new budget leaves is that the administration does not understand that without 

continued and strong U.S. leadership and funding, this agenda will fade from the global stage 

and that is a major international security threat. 
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Global Threat Reduction Initiative (GTRI) 
 GTRI is cut by $108 million from its FY14 level in the new request, accounting for 

nearly a quarter of its annual budget.  

 The cut is justified in budget request documents by noting the end of President Obama’s 

four year effort to secure vulnerable nuclear material and the expected completion of a 

major milestone in the development of a domestic, non-HEU-based supply of the medical 

isotope molybdenum-99. 

 In FY15, GTRI plans to convert or shut down 4 HEU-fueled reactors, remove 125 

kilograms of HEU and plutonium, and protect an additional 105 buildings that contain 

high-priority nuclear and radiological material. 

International Materials Protection and Cooperation (IMPC) 
 INMPC is cut by $114.1 million from its FY14 level in the new request, accounting for 

nearly a third of its annual budget. 

 The cut is justified in budget request documents by the “need to fund higher NNSA 

priorities within the budget ceiling,” the expiration of the legal agreement allowing 

nuclear warhead security work with the Russian Ministry of Defense, and a reduction in 

the globally-focused activities of the Second Line of Defense program. 

Nonproliferation and International Security (NIS) 
 An increase of $12.7 million above its FY14 level is requested for NIS in FY15.  

 This additional funding will allow the development of a new U.S. Additional Protocol 

reporting system, implementation with foreign partners of the International Atomic 

Energy Agency’s latest nuclear security recommendation, and other activities.   

Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) 
 DoD’s CTR program is cut by more than $100 million in the FY15 budget request from 

its FY14 appropriated level which is more than a quarter of its annual budget.  

 

 

FY15 Budget Comparison, NNSA and DoD 

Selected Nuclear Security Programs 

All amounts in $ millions 

Program 
FY14 

Request
1
 

FY14 

Approp
2
 

FY15 

Request
3
 

FY14 Approp to 

FY15 Request  

% Change 

Global Threat Reduction Initiative 424.5 442.1 333.5 -24.6% 

International Materials  

Protection and Cooperation 369.6 419.6 305.5 -27.2% 

Nonproliferation  

and International Security 141.7 128.7 141.4 +9.9% 

Fissile Materials Disposition 25.0 25.0 ? ? 

NNSA Subtotal  $960.8 $1,015.4 $780.3 -23.2% 

DoD Cooperative Threat Reduction 528.2 500.5
4
 365.1 -23.1% 

TOTAL $1,489.0 $1,515.9 $1,145.4 -24.4% 

Additional details on NNSA and DoD’s FY15 nonproliferation  

programs and priorities are expected to be released later this month. 

 



 

 

                                                 
1
 The FY14 NNSA budget request is specified in Department of Energy FY 2014 Congressional Budget Request. It 

does not reflect potential impacts of sequestration. The Department of Defense submitted a revised FY14 budget 

request following the expiration of the CTR umbrella agreement with Russia. The revised request figures were 

supported by the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014 (P.L. 113-76) and directly referenced in Committee Report 

113-44 for S.1197, the Senate’s version of the 2014 National Defense Authorization Act. 

 
2
 The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014 (P.L. 113-76) was signed into law on January 17, 2014. Division D, 

Title III of the act’s explanatory statement specifies National Nuclear Security Administration programs. Division C, 

Title II of the act specifies funding levels for Department of Defense CTR program within Operation and 

Maintenance. 

 
3
 The FY15 NNSA budget request is specified in the Department of Energy’s budget request documents released on 

March 4, 2014. The DoD budget request for CTR is specified in the Operations and Maintenance Programs, 

Revolving and Management Funds document that was released on March 4, 2014. Additional details are expected 

later this month.  

 
4
 The revised request is fully supported, but only $500.5 million needed to be appropriated in FY14 because $28.0 

million was forward financed from previous years, according to budget documents. If compared to FY14 enacted 

funding, the percent decline is 30.9 percent.   

 

http://www.cfo.doe.gov/budget/14budget/Content/Highlights.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp113:FLD010:@1(sr044)
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp113:FLD010:@1(sr044)
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d113:SN01197:|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://rules.house.gov/bill/113/hr-3547-sa
http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2015/fy2015_o1.pdf
http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/fy2015/fy2015_o1.pdf

