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The Obama administration’s fiscal year 2012 (FY12) budget request of $508.2 million for the 

Department of Defense’s (DOD) Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) program is $14.2 million 

below the FY11 request. It continues to increase support for global biological security programs, 

and reorganizes and consolidates several CTR nuclear security initiatives. This realignment, 

according to CTR’s detailed budget justification, is intended to “provide more flexibility and 

responsiveness to future program execution,” and “better track the DOD support for the 

President’s effort to secure all vulnerable weapons-useable nuclear materials.” The new DOD 

budget materials have also revised FY10 and FY11 CTR program line items to reflect this 

reorganization of project areas for FY12. 

 

Blossoming Biological Security 

Despite the overall decrease in the FY12 request for CTR, biological security activities continue 

to grow. FY12 funding is requested at $259.4 million, roughly $50 million over the FY11 

request, and it now represents 51 percent of the total CTR budget request. These Cooperative 

Biological Engagement (CBE) activities (previously named the Biological Threat Reduction 

program), comprise CTR’s ongoing efforts in three areas: biological safety and security, 

cooperative biological research, and disease surveillance. According to budget documents, the 

expansion of CTR biosecurity efforts beyond the former Soviet Union has commenced: research 

and development grants to four academic institutes “have been awarded to support efforts in 

Pakistan,” and “several research efforts have been initiated through DOD labs to assess risks 

posed by biological threats in Africa and Afghanistan.” 

 

New Names for Nuclear Security 

The new Global Nuclear Security line-item, requested at $121.4 million, consolidates the 

activities proposed in FY11 for Global Nuclear Lockdown, including the creation of nuclear 

security centers of excellence and spent nuclear fuel management activities in Russia. This new 

line item also consolidates several prior year line items. The program now includes the program 

line items previously identified as Global Nuclear Lockdown, Nuclear Weapons Storage 

Security, and elements of the WMD-Proliferation Prevention Initiative (WMD-PPI). No new 

funding is sought for the Nuclear Weapons Transportation Security program in FY12, owing to 

the completion of all railcar procurement activities in Russia.  

 

The WMD-PPI program, now named Proliferation Prevention, will continue to work to enhance 

the capacity of non-Russian CTR partner countries to deter, detect, report and interdict illicit 

trafficking of WMD and related materials across international borders.    

 

 

http://comptroller.defense.gov/defbudget/fy2012/budget_justification/pdfs/01_Operation_and_Maintenance/O_M_VOL_1_PARTS/O_M_VOL_1_BASE_PARTS/0134_CTR_OP-5_FY_2012.pdf
http://www.partnershipforglobalsecurity.org/Documents/centers_of_excellence.pdf
http://www.partnershipforglobalsecurity.org/Documents/centers_of_excellence.pdf


 

 

 

 

In addition, the Strategic Offensive Arms Elimination program, requested at $63.2 million, now 

includes activities previously covered by the Strategic Nuclear Arms Elimination program area, 

which is focused on SS-24 rocket motors storage and elimination in Ukraine.  

 

And, in an effort to reflect CTRs growing interaction with civilian agencies and entities in CTR 

partner countries, the Defense and Military Contacts line item – which seeks $2.5 million in 

FY12, or one-half of the FY11 request – has been renamed the Threat Reduction Engagement 

program. 
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All Amounts in Millions 

 

Cooperative Threat 

Reduction 

FY10 

Appropriated 

FY11 

Request 
FY11 CR 

FY12 

Request 

Change 

from 

FY11 

Request 

Strategic Offensive Arms 

Elimination 53.18 73.53 53.18 63.22 -10.31 

Chemical Weapons 

Destruction 8.0 3.0 8.0 9.8 6.8 

Nuclear Weapons 

Transportation Security  19.15 18.46 19.15 0 -18.46 

Global Nuclear Security 118.63 164.27 118.63 121.14 -43.13 

Cooperative Biological 

Engagement 169.13 209.03 169.13 259.47 50.44 

Proliferation Prevention 29.06 26.16 29.06 28.08 1.92 

Threat Reduction 

Engagement 5.0 5.0 5.0 2.5 -2.5 

Other 

Assessments/Admin 

Support     21.4 23.04 21.4 24.0 0.96 

Total $423.55 $522.49 $423.55 $508.21 -$14.28 
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1
 This chart uses the new FY12 program designations. See: FY12 Budget Estimate: Cooperative Threat Reduction 

Program.  
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